Congregational Prayers in Islam

- 3. Eid Prayers

It was the 29th day of Ramadan.
The class was buzzing with excitement.
Ramadan was almost over, and that
meant Eid .« might be the next day!
Eid would be on the first day of
Shawwal, the month after Ramadan.

Some students wanted Eid to be the
next day. They were excited about all
of the fun activities, games, gifts, and
yummy food.

Other students were looking for-
ward to Eid, but they wanted just one
more day of fasting to earn more good
deeds. After all, Ramadan comes only
once a year.




WHAT DO YOU THINK THEY FOUND OUT? :
TOMORROW WAS EID!

All About Eid

In Arabic Eid means

“celebration.” FEid-ul-Fitr is a celebration after the

end of Ramadan, which means it occurs
on the first day of the month of |
Shawwal. Eid celebrates the end of fast-

ing in Ramadan, and it is one of the two

festivals Allah made for Muslims.

Muslims celebrate this joyous occa- 1
sion they have received from Allah s
<. Itis a time of togetherness when 4

Muslims meet with family members 4
and friends. Eid is also a time of giving.

Each family is required to donate a :
small amount of money to the poor
before the Eid prayer. This charity is
called Zakat-ul-Fitr ,wan a3, or “chari-
ty of the breakfast.”




On the day of Eid, it is sunnah for all

- Muslims to take a special bath called

~ ghusl gz, and then gather for the Fid
prayer. This prayer can be offered in a
Masjid, in a big hall, or outside.
Prophet Muhammad % used to pray

Salat-ul-Eid with all the Muslims out-
side.

After the prayer, family and friends
visit each other and enjoy themselves.
We should always remember the
needy, who may not get to have many
of the nice treats that we get on Eid.

For example, parents give their children
money or gifts in celebration of Fid-ul-
Fitr. Children may send each other Eid
greetings on the Internet or make each
other cards.

Is Salat-ul-Eid the same as the five daily
prayers®

Before the Eid prayer, one should
recite the takbeer:

Activity: Recite this takbeer with
your class!
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[Transliteration] "Allahu akbar
Allahu akbar, Allahu akbar, la ilaha
illalllah. Allahu akbar Allahu akbar,
Allahu akbar, wali llah il hamd.
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[Translation] “Allah is Greater, Allah
is Greater, Allah is Greater there is no
one worthy of prayer but Allah. Allah is

Greater, Allah is Greater, all praise be to -:-.j
Allah.” e

Salat-ul-Eid begins with two
Rak’aat. However, once the Rak’aat are
over, an Imam delivers a Khutbah. Itis
very important to listen to the Khutbah,
because it is a part of the prayer, just
like at Jumu’ah time. Unlike the five
daily prayers, the prayer of Eid-ul-Fitr
has no Athan or an Iqamabh to call upon
the Muslims. There is no standard time
to pray; it can be offered anytime
between sunrise and noon in the Eid
day. The Eid prayer is also Sunnah.

The “Eid prayer consists of two
Rak’aat just like Salat-ul-Jumu’ah or
Salat-ul Fajr. However, there is a differ-
ence between the two prayers. During
the first Rak’ah of Salat-ul-FEid, it is

- Sunnabh for the Imam to say “Allahu

Akbar” seven times after the beginning
Takbeer. The Muslims behind the Imam
follow by repeating the Takbeers.
During the second Rak’ah, the Imam
says “Allahu Akbar” five times after the
takbeer he made for standing after the
prostration. Then, the Takbeer is repeat-
ed seven times in the first rak’ah and
five times in the second. This is the only
difference between Salat-ul-Eid and
other prayers.

The Imam recites Qur’an after com-
pleting the seven Takbeer in the first
Rak’ah and after the five Takbeer in the
second Rak’ah. ‘Aishah (R) said: the
Prophet ££€ would say the Takbeer )
seven times in the first Rak’ah and five
times in the second raka’ah on the day
of Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha, the two

festivals” ;
(Reported by Abu Dawood)



