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The father of jinn is Iblees, who arrogantly
disobeyed Allah and became a disbeliever.
Prophet Suleyman used to compel the jinn to
dive for pearls and do other hard tasks.

The workers who are jinns were only
working in front of Suleyman under his
supervision. They built him basins or huge
dishes around which men could gather and
eat. God made a fountain of brass to help
Suleyman with the most needed material for
his works.

It is said that the jinn servants were not as
reliable workers as others have been. They
viewed their work for Prophet Suleyman as a
penalty. Other people who worked heart and
soul at the Temple of Suleyman were
addressed as the People of David. They
worked and glorified their work as a thanks-
giving to God, and their work became sacred.

The Death of Prophet

Suleyman

All humans will eventually die, even
prophets, kings, and great people. However
great and glorious power may be, it will only

last for a short time, and may fade away
before people know of its decline. Prophes |
Suleyman was not an exception.

Zaid ibn Aslam said: "Suleyman o=c
the jinn to build a palace from slabs of =i
without doors, and he stood up to pray =
ing on his staff. Whereupon, the Angel of
Death came and grasped Suleyman's soul
while he was leaning on his staff. At thas
time the jinn were working and looking ==
Suleyman 3.l «.is thinking that he was 25
But Allah sent the worm of the earth whic
slowly gnawed away his staff and he &
down. When the jinn saw that, they &=
persed and went, as Allah said in Surat

"Then when We ordered the death for
Suleyman) nothing showed them (the =
his death except a little worm from the
which (slowly) kept biting away at his.
(staff): So when he (Suleyman) fell dowem.
jinns' clearly saw that, if they had knows
unseen, they would not have been i e
work). [34:14]
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Projects and Activities ) _

Write a poem or an essay on Prophet Suleyman.

“reate a poster or a Power Point presentation on the holy sites in Al-Quds, or Jerusalem.

_Compare and contrast the lifestyle of Prophet Suleyman as a king and another ordinary

ing of your choice.

2 Why do you think Allah gave Prophet Suleyman all the power he asked for?

Write a short profile for Prophet Suleyman.

‘What is the morale of the story of Suleyman and the ants?

What did Prophet Suleyman build in Jerusalem? And for what reason he built it?
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UNIT
A

CHAPTER

The Greatest King:
The Story of Prophet Suleyman

Explore the great stories of Prophet Suleyman.
Learn about the great characteristics of this messenger of Allah.
Appreciate the attitudes of gratefulness, humility and piety shown by Prophet

Suleyman.

One day, thousands of years ago, Prophet
Suleyman, the son of Prophet Dawood
prayed to Allah and asked Him for a king-
dom that no one after him would have like it,
and Allah granted his wish.

Allah responded to Suleyman’s prayer.
He blessed him with many amazing gifts and
powers. Allah made him a Prophet and a
king, just like his father Prophet Dawood. He
also acquired great wisdom and very sound
judgment. Allah, also, blessed him with
many abilities; he could speak to animals,
control the winds and command the Jinn,
among other powers. In this chapter, you will
learn many amazing lessons and facts about
Prophet Suleyman.

Suleyman'’s Spiritual
Inheritance

Prophet Suleyman was the greatest King
in the history of mankind. He is known in
history books as King Solomon. He inherited
his kingdom from his father Prophet Dawood
who is known in history books as King
David. However, power and kingdom were
not the greatest gifts Prophet Dawood passed
to his son Prophet Suleyman, as many people
may think. Instead, faith, morality and spiri-
tuality were by far the greatest inheritance
Suleyman acquired from his father.
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And indeed, We gave knowledge to Dawood (David) and to Suleyman (Solomon):

And they both said: "All the praises (and thanks) be to Allah, Who has chosen us above
many of His servants who believe!" [27:15]
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The Story of Suleyman and the Ant

SRBE

One of the most fascinating stories of
-ohet Suleyman is that of the ant. Allah
in Surat-un-Naml,

11 when they came to a valley of the ants,
3) one of the ants said: "O you ants, get
> vour houses, lest Suleyman (Solomon)
- his armies will crush you (while march-
= without knowing it.”

he (Suleyman) smiled, amused at her
-~ch: And he said: "O my Lord! Command
“hat I may be thankful for Your mercies,
- You have blessed upon me and upon
carents, and that I may act righteous that
olease You: And admit me, by Your
== to the ranks of your
=ous servants.” [27:18-19]

Within the ant’s speech above there was
== warning, and an excuse for Prophet

~man and his army; how more articulate
d that be?

Suleyman also mentioned his parents in
his prayer, because his father was Allah’s
Prophet, Dawood 3l <k, and his mother

was a righteous servant.

We learn many thoughtful lessons from
this story. But one lesson stands out: the most
remarkable events may be brought to light by

2=h he was a great king with authority the most humble creatures.
—ower, in front of Allah he was a humble

He prayed to Allah that his power
“<dom and all other gifts may be used
~~:=ousness, and for the benefit of all
zround him.

“< you can tell, Prophet Suleyman 5.
derstood the ant’s speech and smiled.
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Humble Creature with
a Great Achievement

The ant to the outward appearance is a
very small and humble creature. She may be
neglected or trampled on by people who
meant her no harm. Yet with her wisdom,
she carries on with her life and makes useful
contributions to her world. She saved all her
colony of ants. So there is room for the hum-
blest people to achieve great things in this

world.

Great King with a
Humble Attitude

The counter part to the position of the
humble ant is the position of a great king like
Suleyman. He was not arrogant like many
kings and emperors throughout history.
Instead, he cared about all creatures in his
kingdom including the tiny ants. He also
prayed that his powers may only be used for
good causes and the benefit of the world.

Suleyman’s Horses

Allah said in Surat Saad:
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And to Dawood (David), We gave him (his
son) Suleyman (Solomon) Verily, he always
turned (to Us) very well in Our service!

“Behold, there were brought before him. 2=
eventide, courses of the highest breeding
swift of foot;

When, in the evening, horses of the fnest
breeding, and quick in running, were &
before him

And he (Suleyman) said: "Truly, I love e
good things, in order to
see the Glory of my Lord," until (the sum!
hidden behind the curtain of
(dusk). (During this late Asr-Maghsis Sme
Suleyman used to pray to Allah.)

[Then, he said]: "Bring [the horses] back =
me." Then he began to pass his hand cver :
[their] legs and their necks. [38:30-33 P

The scholars of Tafseer interpreted e
above ayaat in the following manner
Prophet Suleyman (3.l = was 5o

of his fine horses. One day he was
on the horses that he had completeis
ten to say his ‘Asr prayer before the
Obviously, he didn’t leave the prayer
tionally. Although he overlooked e
for the reason of jihad, he still blamed
for that. His love of horses was not 2 mess
race-goer, rather there was a spiritual sle
ment in it. His love of people and thimes
mostly a spiritual kind of love - the lowe
the highest God. i

Like his father Dawood, Prophet
Suleyman was also very careful not &
his desires and temptations to be miwes
with his spiritual life. He loved hosses
had great armies and wealth, but he msed
them all in God’s service. And his basties
were not fought for lust of blood, but s
in the cause of righteousness.
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Always put God’s worship and other good /
deeds first. Do not delay prayer and good deeds
until after a game, a TV show, or anything else. e

Do your spiritual duties first and then attend to other daily and
worldly business.

= Suleyman did his best to spread
=00t out idolatry in the ancient
“hat, he completed a great house
= in Jerusalem for the worship of

True God.

- Mfuhammad (SAW) said: “When
Suilt Bayt Al-Maqdis, he asked
=t him three things. Allah gave
-2 we hope that the third one
= curs. He asked him for a kingdom
-+ belong to any other after him.
i 10 him. The second was to
= fudgment close to that of Allah
—= it to him. The third thing he
2t any man leaving his house
»hing but to pray in this House
- in Makkah) be forgiven of all
“he day he was born.”

=< of Suleyman's temple had dis-
long time ago and cannot be
~ere in Jerusalem today.
=+, some extremist Jewish groups
5 rebuild Suleyman’s temple on
2 of Al-Masjid Al-Agsa and the “King Solomon’s Temple.” Some extreme
Rock which were built in Jewish groups like to build it in the place of
“ousands of years.later. Most. Al-Masjid Al-Agsa and Qubbat-us-Sakhrah,
Jews and all Muslims are against or the Dome of the Rock.

An image published in Wired Magazine that
shows a holograph of an imaginary image of
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Suleyman’s Wisdom

Suleyman was known for his wisdom and
sound judgment. Allah said in Surat-ul-
Anbiyaa”:
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“And We made Suleyman (Solomon)
understand of the (complex) matters: And to
cach (of them) We gave judgment and knowl-
edge; It was Our Power that made the hills
and the birds celebrate Our praises with
Dawood (David): And it was We Who did
(all these things).” [21:79].

Imam Ibn Katheer relates this story in his
book Stories of the Prophets. “One day,
David was sitting, as usual, solving the prob-
lems of his people when two men, one of
whom had a field, came to him. The owner of
the field said; “O dear Prophet! This man’s
sheep came to my field at night and ate up
the grapes and I have come to ask for com-
pensation.” David asked the owner of the
sheep: “Is this true?” he said: “yes, sir.”
David said: “I have decided that you give
him your sheep in exchange for the field.”

Solomon, to whom Allah had given wisdom
spoke up: “T have another opinion. The
owner of the sheep should take the field to
cultivate until the grapes grow, while the
other man should take the sheep and make
use of their wool and milk until his field is
repaired. If the great grapes grow, and the
field returns to its former state, then the field
owner should take his field and give back the
sheep to their owner.”

David responded: “This is a sound judg-
ment. Praise be to Allah for gifting you with
wisdom. You are truly Solomon the Wise.”

Allah hints to this incident in Surat-ul-
Anbiyaa’,
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“And remember Dawood and Suleyman.
when they gave judgment in the matter of the
field into which the sheep of certain people
had strayed by night.” [21:78]

Another similar story is mentioned in
Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim on the
authority of Abu-Hurayrah said that the
Prophet (SAW) said: “While two women,
with their babies were out, a wolf snatched
one of the babies. The two women quarreled.
Each one claimed that the wolf snatched the
other’s baby. And each one claimed that the
baby left was hers.... When they went to
Suleyman he said: “Bring me a knife, so I can
divide the baby between you. Each one will

take half.” The younger woman begged:
“No! Give it to her.”

Suleyman judged that the baby is for the
younger one, and gave it to her. He conclud-
od that the older woman was not the mother
because she did not mind dividing the baby-
And no real mother would ever agree to
divide her own baby.

After all, Allah was the One who inspired
Suleyman and blessed him with such wisdom
and sound judgment.
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FAITH IN ACTION

J# Always ask Allah to grant you wisdom and sound :
judgment. You can gain this through:
Strong spirituality and good relation with Allah.
Allah is the source of inspirations and Tawfeeq, or success.

# You also can acquire that through intensive reading of the Qur’an,
the Sunnah and other good sources of knowledge.
Being close to knowledgeable, inspired and wise people helps you
gain wisdom and sound judgment.

Wind and other
@tural Resources

==oned earlier, God bestowed such
sowers and bounties on Suleyman
=0t be counted or measured; and
== 20 give away or withhold any-
Iiked. Allah made it easy for him
s of Earth’s natural resources.

2n had miraculous powers over
He could make them obey his
is said that when Suleyman want-
2 war, he would have a raft and put
r and all its needs on it, then order
=0 carry him wherever he wanted in
time. The winds are swift and
= == a short morning or evening the
“which requires a whole month to
“20t or on camelback.

said in Surat Saad,

= We subjected the wind to his
= Jow gently to his order, whitherso-

ever he willed,-as also the evil ones, (includ-
ing) every kind of builder and diver-as also
others bound together in fetters. “Such are
Our Bounties: whether you bestow them (on
others) or withhold them, no account will be
asked,” And he enjoyed, indeed, a Near
Approach to Us, and a beautiful Place of
(final) Return.” [38:36-40]

Allah also helped Suleyman »..Ji <.\« by
making use of a fountain of flowing brass to
help him make weapons and other tools and
utensils:

“and We made a font (fountain) of molten
brass to flow.” [34:12]

The Jinn Servants of
Suleyman

Prophet Suleyman also had power over
the supernatural beings like the jinn. As you
learned earlier, the jinn are a nation that
Allah created from fire. They are invisible to
us but inhabit Planet Earth like we do. Jinn
can be good or evil, Muslim or non-Muslims.





