Al-Qur’an Deserves our Respect

We all know that Al-Qur’an is the most important book for Muslims. Since it is, then it should be treated with the utmost respect. You should realize that you are holding the words of Allah in your hands. So, how should we treat the Qur’an with the respect it deserves?
Here are some helpful tips.
[bookmark: _GoBack]l) Taharah and Cleanliness:
It is recommended that you should have Wudoo’ when reading Al-Qur’an and touching it. Think about it for a moment, if you are going to visit a very important person you will make sure that you are clean, neat and have the best clothes on. Reading Al-Qur’an means you are getting closer to Allah, so you have to be clean and well kept.
2) Facing AI·Qiblah:
It is also recommended that you should face the Qiblah when reading the Qur’an. The best direction for Muslims to face is towards the Al-Ka’bah. We face Al-Qiblah when we pray, make du’aa’ and read Al-Qur’an. Even when we sleep, we try to lay on our right side and make our face and body toward Al-Qiblah.
3) Humble Heart and Khushoo’:
When carrying Al-Qur’an, it is important to realize that you are holding Allah’s words in your hands. Can
you think of any words better than Allah’s words? Surely not! So that means you should have a humble heart when reading the Qur’an. Khushoo’ is simply having your heart humbled and connected with Allah while worshipping Him. Reciting Al-Qur’an is one of the great forms of worship in Islam and it requires the observance of Khushoo’. Reading Al-Qur’an without having our hearts effected is not the best way of recitation. This shows little respect toward Al-Qur'an.
4) AI-lsti’aathah and Al-BasmaIah:
Before reciting the Qur’an, the person should say Al-Isti’aathah, which is: 

"A’oothu billahi min-ash-Shaytan-ir-rajeem"
I seek the protection of Allah against the cursed devil
Then we recite Al-basmalah, which is:

Bismillah-ir-rahman-ir-raheem
In the name 0f Allah, the Beneficient, the Merciful
Allah commanded us to seek refuge with Him against the Shaytan always and especially when we are about to recite Al—Qur’an. Allah doesn’t like Shaytan to be around us when we recite Al—Qur’an. This way, Allah will protect us from Satan and make us focus on our recitation. Allah says,

So when you recite the Qur’an, seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytan, Surely he has no authority over those who believe and rely on their Lord. His authority is only over those who befriend him and those who associate others with Him. [16:98-100]
We recite Al-Isti’aathah when we recite from the beginning of a surah. But if we start from the middle of a Surah, there is no need then to recite Al-Basmalah. This means "l seek Allah’s protection from the rejected Shaytan”. This will help keep the Shaytan from tempting and distracting you while you read Al-Qur’an. We can recite Al—Isti’aathah, Al-Basmalah and the first ayah with pausing and breathing after reciting each one of them. We may also recite them altogether without pausing in between.
5) Observing Ahkum-ut-Tajweed, or Rules of Recitation:
lf you are reading the Arabic text of the Qur’an then it is important to pronounce the words correctly as best as you can. But don’t be afraid to read it just because you cannot recite it well. The blessed Prophet   said the person who recites the Qur’an with difficulty will get twice the reward of the person who says it easily and correctly. But that does not mean you should purposely pronounce the words incorrectly! Allah is merciful and He recognizes the effort we make to get closer to Him. Additionally, you should learn to read the Qur’an according to Ahkam-ut-Tajweed, or rules of recitation. This can only be learned with a Qur’an teacher. Only listening to someone who reads well according to Ahkam-ut-Tajweed would help but it is not enough. Learning the Qur’an recitation with a teacher is the best way to learn Ahkam-ut-Tajweed. The Prophet learned it orally from Jibreel, and the Sahabah learned it orally from the Prophet. Then it was passed down orally from the Sahabah to the next generations of the Ummah. If you perfect Ahkam-ut-Tajweed, then you will be reading Al-Qur’an like the Prophet taught it. Allah said in the Qur’an:
Wa rattil-il-Qur’ana tarteela  
This means "Recite Al-Qur’an according to the rules of recitation".
Hadeeth Shareef 
A’ishah narrated that Rasoolullah said,
The skillful reciter of Al-Qur’an will be joined with the Prophets, the honorable and the obedient servants of Allah, [in the hereafter]. And the reciter who finds difficulty reading it will be granted double rewards.
Reported in Saheeh Muslim
6) At—Tadabbur  :
At-Tadabbur means reflection and deep understanding of Al-Qur’an. It is focusing on its meanings and guidance. It is very important to pay attention to the meaning of the words you are reading. If you read the words without thinking about them then all you will be doing is mouthing the words. It is very important for Muslims to learn Arabic, the language of Al-Qur’an to understand it first hand. This way you would not need a translation nor transliteration of Al-Qur’an. However, if you don’t understand Arabic you should read a Qur’an, which has both the Arabic text and the English translation. This way you read the translation to understand the meaning of the Ayaat you read. Learning Arabic requires at least one year of your study and focus. And it is worth it. Afterwards, you should reflect on the lessons you have learnt in the Qur’an. It is reported that the Blessed Prophet once said that a person’s reward is increased if they understand the meaning of what they are doing. The word Tadabbur means to reflectupon something and Allah, Himself, advises us to do this when reading His book. There are many ways you can reflect about what you read. One good way is to read the Qur’an, and then write down the lessons you have learned and the actions you should take.
Many people rejected the message of Islam because they didn’t read Al-Qur'an and understand it. Allah says about them,

Don’t they reflect on the Qur'an? Nay, on the hearts there are locks. [47:24]
Finally, it is easier to experience tadabbur when you:
· Have good intention and mean to reflect on what you read.
· Recite in a calm place, like the Masjid or a quiet room.
· Recite while you are comfortable and relaxed.

7) Interacting with Al-Qur’an:
Interacting with its meanings and guidance is one of the ways to give due respect t0 Al-Qur’an. For example, whenever the reader reads ayaat about the description of ]annah, the reader should feel hopeful, happy and ask Allah to grant him or her ]annah. On the other hand, when the reader goes through Ayaat on the Judgment Day or Hellfire, the reader should feel scared and recognize the importance of the event. Having a little fear is good because it discourages us from doing things that will lead us to hell fire.
8) Handle it with Care und Respect:
At all times, we should handle the Qur’an and carry it with the utmost respect. The Qur’an is not any object; it contains the words of Allah. Therefore, we should love and respect it.
There should be no eating or drinking while reading the Qur’an. Eating and drinking will only distract you from concentrating on the words you are reading. So, if you are hungry or thirsty take a break from reading the Qur’an. After you have finished reading, make sure you keep the Qur’an in a place where it will be safe. We should place it in secure places and away from the reach of children and those who do not understand the holiness of this great book. 
But remember the Qur’an is not a decoration and it should never go unread or unused! You should make it a habit to read the Qur’an every day.
9) Implementing the Qur’an:
This is the most important duty we need to fulfill toward the Qur’an. Allah sent his book to us so we would implement it and apply its guidance. Reading Al-Qur’an without acting upon it is unacceptable behavior. Allah says,
And say: Act; so Allah will see your action and (so will) His Messenger and the believers; and you shall be brought back to the Knower of the unseen and the seen, then He will inform you of what you did. [9:105]
Faith in Action
· Always recite Al-Qur’an when you have Wudoo’
· Always say Al-lsti’aathah and Al-Basrnalah when you start reciting Al-Qur’an
· Always recite Al-Qur’an according to Ahkam-ut-Tajweed
· Always carry and handle Al-Qur’an with great respect
· Always think about and interact with the Qur’an you recite
· Always act upon the lessons and meanings you learnt in Al-Qur' an.
